
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 1, 2016 

 
CALLED TO ORDER 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the Special City Council Meeting was called to order by 
Mayor Deiss at 5:00 p.m. in the Maslowski Wellness and Research Center Meeting Room. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Mayor Deiss, Council Members Wiese and Uselman.  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Council Members Niles and Kempf. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
City Administrator Brad Swenson, Library Manager Renee Frethem, Library Consultant 
Engineers Barry Pettit and Melissa Brechon, Library Board Members Bonnie Ealy, Julie Deiss, 
Karen Wallgren, Council Member Candidates Toby Pierce and Wade Miller, and Development 
Authority Director Dean Uselman. 
 
HOUSING ALTERNATIVES CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
 
Brad Swenson reported that at the September City Council Meeting the City Council adopted 
Resolution 09-05-16 Approving Conditional Use Permit Application of Housing Alternatives. The 
Council passed that resolution and once it was given to the financial consultants for the project 
they asked if we would sign a different resolution that would put this in more of a legal format 
so that it could be recorded and added more details of the Public Hearing with the Planning 
Commission and it spelled out the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit in an easier to read 
fashion. Brad stated that he and Dean reviewed this and there is nothing in this resolution that 
is contrary to what the Council had originally adopted and asked if the Council would authorize 
Brad Swenson and Mayor George Deiss to sign this new document along with the updated legal 
description and drawing of the property certificate of survey. 
 
Motion by Uselman, second by Wiese to adopt the new Resolution 09-05-16 Granting a 
Conditional Use Permit to HADC Wadena LLC. 
 
Upon voting, Mayor Deiss declared the resolution adopted. All members voting aye. 
 
LIBRARY DRAFT NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORT 
 
Library Consultants Barry Pettit and Melissa Brechon were present to review with the City  



Council and the Library Board the draft Wadena City Library Needs Assessment Report that they 
have prepared. They stated that they were in town for a couple days back in October and that 
they had met with over 20 different people to survey them about thoughts about a future 
library. They went through their draft assessment needs report and fielded comments from the 
City Council and Library Board.  
 
The consensus of the meeting is that everybody felt that we need a new or expanded library. 
The question comes as to where would this be. Would it be on the existing site? Would it be on 
a new site? Would an existing building in town be used and remodeled? If it was on the existing 
site they would either add on to the existing building or tear it down completely and start over. 
If it was on a new site there was discussion about the lot next to the Wellness Center to the 
east of the parking lot. The lot north of the City Administrative Center was a possible lot. There 
was discussion about the old Super One building across from BN Park as a possibility.  
 
The consensus was that the Consultants would go back and do more work on sites and possible 
lay outs on sites and try to come up with some further thoughts and directions so that a 
decision could be made as to where the new library would be located. 
 
This part of the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm. 
 
The Public Hearing portion of the meeting was opened at 7:00 pm. The Consultants went 
through the same information.  
 
Laura Spillman, Anna Erickson, Kathy Edinger, Carolyn Reichelt, Alan Link, Maria Marthaler, 
Mark Frethem and a lot of the same people from the first part of the meeting were present. 
 
There was similar discussion from the public and similar results as to not knowing what exactly 
was the best option or location for a new library. The Consultants took notes and will be 
moving forward will analyzing different sites to bring forward to the Council at a later date. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion made by Wiese, seconded by Uselman to adjourn the Special City Council Meeting at 
8:30 p.m.  
 
 
__________________________   _______________________________ 
Bradley A Swenson     George Deiss 
City Administrator      Mayor 


